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3 COSTLY MISTAKES TO AVOID

 WHEN CHOOSING THE SPEAKER 
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As a Christian Women’s Speaker with decades of experience, I understand what it feels like 
to have the entire audience depend on the right message coming from the platform.

There's nothing worse than expecting to hear a clear GOSPEL message and getting a 
convoluted mess that CONFUSES your audience and DISAPPOINTS you. Argh!

As you consider the nalists for your event, avoid these 3 costly mistakes to assure you get 
the right message from your speaker, stay on budget, and get rave reviews from your 
audience.

here are literally tens of thousands of Christian speakers. Without the proper 

Tinterviewing and negotiating skills, you could easily overpay and/or end up with the 
wrong presenter for your type of event.

You know the absolutely most important start of the speaker selection process for your next 
event is to PRAY. Ask God to guide and conrm your speaker selection. 
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3 Costly Mistakes to Avoid When Choosing The Speaker for Your Next Event



Avoid being surprised and overwhelmed with unexpected costs by asking for an estimate of ALL 

expenses in writing or negotiating a flat all-inclusive or “not to exceed” fee. 

To make sure you stay on budget, it's important to ask potential speakers about ALL the costs associated 

with having them come. 

Ÿ What about travel expenses? Do they fly first class or coach? 

Speaker fees or honorariums are often just the base cost of hosting a speaker. 

Ÿ Will you be expected to ship their product to and from the event? 

Ÿ Are they bringing a traveling companion and will you be responsible to feed, house and 

accommodate them as well?

Ÿ Will they stay with a host family or require a hotel? 

Getting Stuck With Unexpected Expenses

MISTAKE #1 

“

      

      - Nanci Tissot, Women’s Retreat Chair 

“When screening speakers, we look for excellent communicators, a ‘real’ person who desires 

to know and serve their audience for Jesus and who will work with our budget. We got this 

and more with Robyn Dykstra as our retreat speaker. She is willing and happy to go the extra 

mile to make your event, and her part of it, a memorable, meaningful and life changing event. 

We highly and happily recommend Robyn.”
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MISTAKE #2 

Right Message But Wrong Speaker.
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“

      - Mary Andres, Executive Director at Well of GRACE Ministries

“Robyn Dykstra was easy to work with and a true professional. She spoke at our fundraiser for 

Well of GRACE Ministries, delivering a targeted message for our audience filled with 

transparency, humor and grace. Everyone loved her! She’s down to earth, yet heavenly 

inspired!”

Whether you're hosting an outreach, a fundraiser, a bible study, a lecture series, or a girls night out, 

match the speaker's bent and style to the audience and outcomes you desire. 

S
peakers have bents and styles. Some are evangelists, others entertainers. Bible teachers can be 

engaging and humorous or serious lecturers.

Think about what do you want your audience to know, feel, do, volunteer for, donate to, or change as a 

result of attending.

Communicating what you type of event you're offering as well as the outcomes you expect will not only 

give you clarity for what speaker you need, but it will attract the audience who needs to hear it. 
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MISTAKE #3 

You'll be cleaning that mess up for years! Interview your speaker candidates to make sure he/she is the 

right person to deliver specifically aligned messages for your event.

There's nothing worse than expecting to hear a clear Biblical message and getting a mishmash talk that 

confuses and disappoints your audience. 

 Describe your relationship with Jesus right now.

Questions to ask:

 What is your favorite piece of Scripture and why?

 What are you currently studying and with whom?

 How long have you been speaking and how often do you speak?

 Tell me about a recent event. What was good about it what would you have changed?

 What is your favorite speaking topic? 

 Who is your ideal audience?

 How will you support and promote our event?

 Will you be interacting with our guests or do you prefer to have a green room?

Failing to ask the right questions. 
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“

           -Debbie Short, Ladies Retreat Coordinator 

“Robyn provided our women relevant and tangible tools to walk out their faith. her messages 

were infused with humor and Biblically sound. Most importantly, she communicated the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ clearly. Her interaction with our women was exceptional, staying long after 

sessions to pray with the hurting and offer words of wisdom and encouragement.”
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Do they trash talk and gossip or are they bright, funny and personable? Will they be high maintenance 

or easy to work with? Will they be available to your guests between sessions or isolated in a green 

room? 

Do they talk about Jesus like a friend and can you picture them on your platform? 

You're listening for indicators about their experience, expertise, availability and humility. 

Asking the right questions guarantees you'll get an authentic, Biblically-sound, personable speaker for 

your audience. No unpleasant surprises. No messes to clean up. Win-win for you and your audience.

There's just too much at stake to trust your platform to the wrong speaker. A 

successful event hinges on getting the right presenter. 

Your women deserve the best. 

Invite Robyn to deliver powerful, life changing messages to your women and experience the best event 

yet! 

Call today!

robyn@robyndykstra.com    616-363-4608

Schedule a call with Robyn to book now.
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“

“Robyn Dykstra was our keynote and I can’t say enough about her! The Lord used her mightily, 

not just in the material she presented, (which was Biblical and powerful) but in her love for the 

women. She was the most personable, friendly, one-on-one speaker we’ve ever had in 40 plus 

years of our ministry. I  highly recommend Robyn if you’re looking for someone who to bring you 

into the presence of Jesus.” 

             -Bev Corts, Women Anew President 
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LET’S WORK TOGETHER!
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“
           -Robin Gore, Women’s Retreat Chair 

“Robyn was a great keynote speaker to work with. She helped us clarify what we wanted our 

audience to leave with and was so attentive to the women on day of the event, engaging them 

in conversation throughout the day; praying and talking one-on-one as needed. Her keynotes 

had women laughing, crying, and connecting with God. Robyn brought practical advice, 

heart-warming stories and a clear gospel message. She was a hit all around!”      

25 years platform experience 

Speaks at nearly 50 events annually

Like you, I want every woman to be empowered, 

equipped and excited about Jesus. I understand 

how important it is to fill the seats, stay on budget 

and deliver the right messages for your event!

Bible teacher for 30 years

Has Led 1000s to take their next step with Jesus 

Toastmasters International Award Winning Speaker and 

Humorous Speech Champion
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